WA Letter Concerning the AC I whereby 
the Practicers of LAW are to take the 
Cathes, and Make and Subſcribe the 
Declaration therein mentioned. 


SIR, 

Have peruſed and conſidered rhe Act of Parliament lately paſſed, Requiring The Pra#tcers 

of Law to take the Oaths, and make and ſubſcribe the Declaration therein mentioned : 

And by this Act it is Enacted, That if any Perſon after the Twenty fifth of May inſtant, 
ſhall a& as a Serjeant at Law, Courcellor at Law, Barriſter, Advocate, Attorney, Sollicitor, 
Proctor, Clark or Notary by Practiſing in any manner 2s {uch in 2ny Court or Courts whatſo- 
ever, not having before the time of ſuch Acting caken in the Court of Chancery, or Kings- 
Bench, or Quarter-Seflions of the County wherein he itves the Oarhs mentioned in an Act made 
in the Firſt Year of the Reign of King W/:/ta#2 and Queen Mary, For the Abrogating of the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and appointing other Oaths, and made and ſubſcribed the 
Declaration in the At made Ano 25. Ca. 2, For preventing dangers which may happen from 
Popiſh Recuſants, ſuch perſons ſhall incur all the Pains, Penz:ties and Forfeicures, mentioned 
in the Statute of Proviſion and Premunire, made Anno 16, R. 2. 

The Words, Any perſon that ſhall A in any Gourt or Gourts whatſoever, Comprehend all 
Courts of Law and Equity, Courts in the Counties Palatine of Darhazz, Lancaſter, Cheſter, Ely, 
the Courts of the Stanaries, Courts in Cities, Corporations County, and Hundred Courts, 
Courts of Ancient Demeſxe, ec. and all Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual Courts, and the Practicers 
therein, are to incur the ſaid Penalties if they ſhall practiſe afcer the ſaid Tweaty fifth of May, 
not having taken the ſaid Oaths, and made and ſubſcribed the ſaid Declaration. 

Some of the Penalties mentioned in the Act of 16 BK. 2. Ga. 5. are, That the Party that in- 
curs the ſame, ſhall be put out of the Kings proteion, (ball forfeit his Lands, Tenements, Goods, and 
Ghattels to the King, and hw body ſhall be taken and brought 6:jore the King and Fiis Gouncil, there 
to Anſwer, 8c, This new Ac being (o lately publiſhed before it was well known, the Quar- 
ter-Seſſions in moſt Counties were over, whereby it became impoſſible for the Practicers there 
to take the Oaths and make and ſubſcribe the Declaration 3 and thtreby the Oaths cannot now 
be taken, and the Declaration and Subſcription made before the Tr:venty fifth of May bur in 
the Court of Chancery or Kings-Bench, which confidering the great numbers of perſons con- 
cerned in all parts of Exgland and Wales, and Barwick upon Tweed will be impoſlible to be done; 
and though ſome Quarter-Sefſions may be adjourned, yer no perfon that lives out of that Coun- 
ty for which thoſe Seſſions were held can take the Oathes, and mzke and ſubſcribe the Decla- 
ration there for his Indempaity. ; 

It may be ObjeRed by ſome, That they have formerly taken theſe Oathes, and made and 
ſubſcribed the Declaration, and therefore not neceſlary to be done again by them. 

In Anſwer to this, Ir is the Opinion of many that though theſe Oathes have been taken, and 
the Declaration made and ſubſcribed by ſome perſons, yet the fame perſons are by this Act to 
take the Oathes, and make and ſubſcribe the Declaration again 3 and the ſame are now done 
by the Practicers and Attorneys belonging to the Courts at Weftminfter, who have formerly 
taken the Oathes, and made and ſubſcribed the Declaration being ir was for their ſafety fo to 
do. And if any perſon concerned to take the Oathes, and make and fublcribe the Declaration 
according to this At, ſhall not or cannot do ſo before or on the Tweaty tifth of May inſtant, 
Uf he would avoid incurring the ſaid Penalties) muſt then (as I apprehend) wholly forbear to 
Actin his Profeſſion until he ſhall have caken the Oathes, and made and ſubſcribed the Decla- 
ration. 

You ſee what a long Letter Ihave Writ, and that with much plaine(s the caſe requiring it, 
being deſigned for the information as well of thoſe who may nat think themicives but are con- 
cerned in this A, or have not Read, or ſo well Conſidered it as they ought, as for a Cintion 
tothoſe who for want of time cannor perform what by this At they ought, I am, 


Y our Servane. 
London, May 6. 1696. 
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